Handout 1: Disadvantages and Discrimination  
The United Nations estimates that:

1. 58 million primary-school-aged girls worldwide are not enrolled in school

2. In only 14 countries in the world women hold one-third of the seats in the nation’s legislature, or equivalent body 

a. What are those countries? 

South Africa, Mozambique, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Netherlands, Germany, Rwanda, Argentina, Costa Rica, France, Pakistan and India. 

3. More than two-thirds of the world’s births occur outside of health facilities or without skilled obstetric care
.

a. 500,000 women die in pregnancy and childbirth every year

b. An African woman faces a 1 in 16 chance of dying in childbirth, while in the industrialized world, that chance is 1 in 2800. 

4. Suffrage:
a. In 1893, New Zealand became the first nation to grant women full voting rights
b. Countries that followed: United States (1920), Albania (1920), Mongolia (1924), Ecuador (1929), Turkey (1930), Sri Lanka (1931)
c. Countries that have only granted suffrage recently: Switzerland (1971), Iraq (1980), Namibia (1989), South Africa-black population (1994). 
d. Some countries still do not allow women to vote, including: Brunei, Darussalem, Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates
. 
5. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (as of March 2005):
a. Brunei Darussalam, Iran, Nauru, Oman, Palau, Qatar, Somalia, Sudan, the United States of America have not ratified CEDAW 
80 ratifications, accessions and successions to CEDAW. 

b. Handout 2: What is CEDAW?
*The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women is an international treaty on women’s rights adopted by the United Nations in 1979.

*The main idea of CEDAW is simple: women should have equal rights with men in every aspect of their lives.

*Considered to be a veritable “Bill of Rights” for women, the Convention’s 30 articles define what is to be considered discimination against women and how nations can combat such discrimation. 

*The Convention defines discrimination against women as “...any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field”
.

*CEDAW discusses many different areas in which governments should be working toward achieving women’s equal rights, public and political life, education, employment, maternal rights, 

*CEDAW affects every woman because it promises that she should be treated fairly and without discrimination in all the things she does.

*By signing the Convention, each country is committing itself to amending its laws and practices to guarantee women equal rights and opportunies as well as remedies. The state is also committing itself to presenting a report every four years (at most) that details their progress and setbacks in continuing to amend their national practices.
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