Key Findings on Cities


Information from the UN Population Division

· The world’s urban population reached 2.9 billion in 200 and is expected to rise to 5 billion by 2030.  In 1950 30% of the world lived in cities, in 2000 47% of the world lives in cities, and it is projected to be 60% of the world population living in urban centers by 2030.

· Virtually all population growth in the world from 200-2030 will occur in urban areas.  During that time the urban population will more than double worldwide.

· Most of the urban growth will occur in the urban areas of less developed countries.  

· At a predicted growth rate of 1.8% a year, the world’s urban population will double in 38 years, and in less developed urban areas the population will double in 29 years.

· By 2030 in more developed countries it is predicted that 83% of the population will live in an urban area.

· Africa and Asia have approximately 37% of their population living in urban areas, whereas Latin America and the Caribbean have 75% of their population living in urban areas.

· North American and Europe have approximately 73% of their population living in urban areas, with a prediction of 85 % living in urban areas by 2030.

· Most of the predicted growth of urban areas is not within megacities, but in smaller urban areas.

